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reign of Delcasse a generation before. Briand was willing tc^-go
far, even in concessions to Germany, in order to harmonize
French policy with British. He saw the problem of French
national security in a world setting and not merely in a Euro-
pean setting: as witness the Briand-Kellogg Pact of 1928, his
support for the League system as a whole, and his proposal of
of what was erroneously called 'European Federal Union5 in
1930. But if the policy ever had a chance of succeeding, it was
certainly too late by 1930. In September of that year 107
National Socialists were elected to the German Reichstag, and
the world economic crisis, bringing mass unemployment in its
train, had already burst upon Europe.
The disorientation of French policy is shown by the rapid
swings it took in face of the new crisis. It alternated between
appeasement and defiance, between the policy to which
Glemenceau and after him. Briand committed France, and the
alternative policy which Poincare had tried to pursue. France
pursued alternatives alternately. Laval held power throughout
1931,  and resumed power after the assassination of Louis
Barthou at Marseilles in 1934. Barthou stood for consolidation
of France's network of alliances. Again he looked to Poland and
the Little Entente: and to alliance with Soviet Russia, now
becoming again a world power, through her entry into the
League in 1934 and the Franco-Soviet Pact. He 'set out to
forge a new and more powerful ring of Continental alliances
around Germany with which to supplement the now insuffi-
cient "small ring" in central Europe and to balance the
effects of Germany's impending rearmament9. Laval, on the
other hand, sought solidarity with Italy through the 'Stresa
Front' of 1935 and appeasement of Mussolini's ambitions in
Abyssinia and Spain. Blum, confronted with the dilemma of
the Spanish Civil War, clung to his last straw of co-operation
with Britain and to the policy of 'non-intervention5 in Spain.
The mam feature of French foreign policy from 1936 on-
wards was its complete subservience to British policy. Her
basic weakness was Hitler's control of the Rhineland. This not
only gave him access to France's most vulnerable frontier, but
prevented France from implementing her support for her